The Corscadden family have carved
out their own niche in the Irish
boutique castle hotel market.

Four generations of Corscaddans have workad i

the Irish hospitality sector, and a series of shrewd
purchases at opportune tmes over the past few years
hawe grown thedr impressive portfolio of Irish castle
hotels bo fowr, That's a casthe I every PTOVINICE.

The family's ot recent acoguisithon was Markres
Castle in Sligo, that has been beautifully restored by
its new owners. The-ather three Corscadden hotels
are Cabwa Castle In Co Cavan, Bellingham Castle in Co
Lewth and Ballyseede Castle in the Kingdom

Howiard Corscadden’s grandparents started the

family down the hotelier path when they ran the
International Hotel in Bray dllriru.] the 305 and "40s,
where its Arcadia Ballreom was hugely popular with
that era's showbands. "My family have been in catering
for near on a hundred years now,” says Howeard, "My
great grandparents had the International Hotel in Bray
phus the Arcadia. My own parents had a hotel in Kildare
called Deslry Howse Hotel

Howard is from a family of five, and has twa brothers
and bwo sisters. “We're all involved bn the hotel snd
catering business, My mather, Mitzie, was one of first
graduates of Shannon. Me and my sister Marnie, both
attended thare too. 5o, you could say we're steeped In
hetels and catering. it's deep inour blood”

When ha finished school, Howard went to study in
Shannon College of Hotel Management, follovwed by
his sister, Like most hotel famifies in Ireland, Howsard
had started waorking in the family business as a child
It weas there that Howard and his siblings got thelr fiest
taste of the hotel business. *| started working young
and probably illegally. At twehea | was amptying skips
and daing the wash up. e fact, we all did our share in
the hotel”

He says this early experience shaped all of them. It
wis a very good finishing school. It taught us all the
value of hard work, We used to get pocket money but
we had to earn it to gat it. That gave us all a sound
backaround golng forward into bBusiness”

Time sperd abroad to fnd out where the industry is
geang, what intarnational standards are like and so
on i crucial according to Howard. When you come
back, you can thes introduce what you learned to
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the business at home While studying in Shannon, be spent
stinds working In Switzerland, London and the States, before
returning to Ireland getting his first job in Dromeland Castle. |
went in there as front of house manager and came cut deputy
aeneral manager”

“Each country did things differently” says Howard,
“Switzerkand was very traditional and eld school, America
wias brash and bold. it was all about quick service and avery
differently style of catering, In London | worked in tha Waldarf
and that was a mix of the two styles 5o all in all | got o well-
rounded education in catering”

Flicking through the preperty pages of tha Irish Independent
ane day, he spotted a castle for sale. The property had bean
completely refurbshed and was ready to move into, “After my
work exparience in Dromaland, | knew there was an apening
for a four-star hotel in Ireland " He bought Cabra castla in 1991
and opensd it up s a 19-bedvoom hobel,

Just outside Kingscourt in Co Cavan, Cabra Castle dates to
1760 and has expansive gardens and parkland with panaramic
wiews of nearby Din na A Forest Park. The rooms are all
individually designed with lots of canopy, four-poster and
hali-tester bed

Sl iy Brothers and sisters jodned us and we bullt that
business up ta its present size - a 110-bedroomed hotel”he
Adfh

“Whilst we were purchasing other properties we never last
sigght of Cabra Castle” says Howard, "Ohver the last five years
wie've done & yearky relnvestrment programme which started
witth ballroom. Then we refurbished and extended the main
bar and over the past few years have refurbishad all of owr
bedrooms, including the six cottages” They alsa we did up the
restawrant and kitchen.
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Cabra Castle
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’Lﬂéﬂ 'm:.izltlt ward thine bes book at the extarior — It hasn't changed
q!m'ance sirice we boaght 1§ We started & two-year

renavation andl o one side we've pant an ftadizn garden
'Hﬂhmm next year wa're doing a new patio an terrace and

b biegjiie are and set down anly with a water fsature”

The outward appearance of Cabra castle is very much bringing it hack

1o atigingl splendaur. “Once you approach the castls on the way up the
driveway, youll see patios snd gardens ard all of the cars will be hidden
“from wiew sa it-looks 3 kot more castle-fke and regal. We're getting great
respanses to new falan garden which we called after my mother -

Mitzie's garden”

“While building up the business in Cabra, we iigurad that one castle
woLldn't be enowgh for one family, We ase sl quite ambitious and we all
likee 2r b oour own bosses”

:Fﬁrhnnmmﬂm boweght Ballyseede castle in Kerry, It is Kerry's

nnhmﬂhlﬂbelu-dwhlle it retains all s antiquaty, 1t also blends

the madern with the old - you could say it's the best of both warlds,

Moswadays it is run by Howard's sister Marnie and her husband Rary,
Theey've just opened thelr new 16-bedroom axtension this year so now
it's & d5-bedroomed hotal and one of foramost wedding venues in
Ireland.
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The Corscadden family's thind castle
purchase came in 2012 when they acquined
Bellingham Castle. “5ix years ago - during
the recession - we saw an opportundty and
bowght Bellingham Castle in Co Lowth. It a
19-bedrsomed private castle that has been
voted one of top small hotels in reland

oy Trip Addvisor for past three years. My
brother Patrick and his partner Clasa run that
property.” it has since becoms one of the
couniry’s most piciuresgus and sought-afier
femar-siar wedding and confofence venues

Business i5 good for the family nght now,
hawving seen oul the recession by keeping

thieir heads down and restHeng thelr
expenditure. Navigating the recession
required reining in on expenses, according o
Howard, but the businesses survived without
hawing to let go any staff

“Certainky, we received a numbser of

cancellations due o people losing jobs

and deciding a wedding was a oy they
coubdn’t afford. And there was 2 slow down
an our business overall But we managed our
costs, We didn't make anyone redundant bui
had a freeza on hiring new people and we
had very littie borrowings. We just rode the
vlorm out”
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“We'd be slighthy wormied about Brexii
and its effect on boarder counties
now. Wedding partias fram Morthem
lreland have declined, with the
uncertainty of the border issua, That
affect was immediate, and started
ance the vote was tlaken,” Lays
Howard. “We'd certainly encourage
the Government to resolve it a5 soon
as they can. Uncertainty in't good for
business”

Post-recession, they bought Markrae
Casthe bn Shgo. It s the first time that
the castle has changed hands since
it was gifted 1o the Cooper family in
the mid-17th century. The current
bullding dates back o the 18th
century, when it was transformed
from a Big House toa castle by
architect Francis Johnston, wio
famously designed Dubdin's GPO,
Under the guadance of canservation
architects, the Gothic beauty of
Markes Casthe has been reclaimed,
although this rerovation project
wias a huage task. After completaly
rafurbiching and rewiring i1, the
castle is now a 31-bedroomed hotel,
They alse have fteen apartments
in the old courtyard and Holywood
recently came calling.

“It wias taken over by Hallmark to
make the movle, Royalty Forever, that
come out in conjunction with Harry
and Maghan's wedding. It now run
by Patricla, oy sister, and Philtp”
What's next for the Corscaddens?

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE
(CORSCADDENS?
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Cabra Castle

“E.vERY AMERICAN TOURIST THAT COMES TO
IRELAND HAS STAYING IN A CASTLE
ON THEIR BUCKET LIST.”

and secure for the next hundred years. Each castle that we purchased had to have
a eomplate refurbishment, and we are proad to hand them down to the next
genemtion”

The Corscadden'’s children have all worked in business at some stage “There ans
ten grandchildren and all of them have worked in the business at some stage or
other. We're not applying any pressure on anybody and it's there for them if they
wiant bo comee into it or i they want to go thelr owen way”

“The nice thing is that we are all family,” he says, “all of us are our own bosses bat
can pick up the phone and get advice from any of our brothers and sisters. We all
do collective marketing We're a small group and there's a nice competitive edge
to it a5 well, over who gets the most compliments, most weddings etc”

In the meantime, further castle aoquisithons haven't bean ruled out, slthough mnot
in the short-term - there arent many bargains out there, “We'd like another castle,
There’s cne member of the family who doesr't have one yet, 5o we're an the
bookout. Unfortunately, thers asen'l many bargains oul these, We might have o
wiall undil the nesd recession,” says Howard.

It would have to be a castle because this is what we know. | know thene's extra
expense nvabeed in running a castle but they alweays bring in business. Every
American tourist that comes o neland has staying in a castle on thedr bucket list”
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